
Rev. Dr. Dinku Bato was born in Ethiopia to Oromo parents who 
were first-generation Lutheran Christians. Rev. Bato’s father became one 
of the first Oromo evangelists in the country, preaching the Gospel from 
village to village. His son followed in his footsteps and became a youth 
minister in Mekane Yesus, an 8-million member Lutheran church body in 
Ethiopia.

“As I was teaching campus students, 
they would ask me, ‘Do you have some-
thing we can take with us to read?’ But 
sometimes I didn’t have anything to give 
them,” he recalled.

In 2009, Rev. Bato and his family moved 
to the United States to continue his educa-
tion. He began working with large groups of 
Ethiopian immigrants searching for a church 
home, and he saw the same need for good 
Lutheran materials, printed in the languages 
of the immigrants.

“LHF has a lot of resources to share the 
Good News, but I don’t always see them 
in congregations or homes,” Rev. Bato said. 
“There is a missing link. So what can we do about it? This is my interest, 
and I boldly ask what we can do to bridge this gap.” 

REV. DR. DINKU BATO
Coordinator of LHF Projects in Africa
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“WE HEAR IN OUR OWN 
LANGUAGES!” (ACTS 2: 5-8)

Like the disciples bringing the 
Gospel to the people at Pentecost, 
you can help the Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation (LHF) translate and publish 
books that explain the Bible for people 
in languages they can understand.

Imagine trying to be a good Lu-
theran pastor when you’ve never read 
the Book of Concord, or even Luther’s 
Small Catechism. Or trying to explain 
to a five-year-old child who Jesus is – 
without any Bible storybooks. 

For Lutheran churches around the 
world, these situations are reality. They don’t have the basic books, so 
vital to understanding the Lutheran faith, because no one has translated 

them into their languages.

LHF TRANSLATES THE BOOKS THAT HELP PEOPLE 
UNDERSTAND GOD’S WORD.
In more than 80 countries and 100 languages, thousands of people of 
all ages have come to faith in Christ because they’ve been able to read 
books like The Good News About Jesus or Luther’s Small Catechism in 

their own languages.

YOU CAN HELP INTRODUCE UNBELIEVERS TO THE 
ONE TRUE SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.
To help translate and publish books like A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories into 
the languages of the world, please make your mission gifts payable to 
“LHF” and send to:

South Sudan

LUTHERAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION
51474 Romeo Plank Rd. ■  Macomb, MI 48042

Or give online at www.LHFmissions.org
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