
LWML  LAMS DISTRICT’S MIGHTY MITES AT WORK!
� anks to the generous gi� s of LWML women throughout Lou-

isiana and Mississippi, Amharic-speaking children in Ethiopia are 
learning about the love of their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

At their 2016 LWML LA-MS District convention, members voted 
to send funds to the Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) to translate 
and publish a colorful collection of 60 Old and New Testament stories, 
called A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories. 

“� is Bible storybook has been very well received throughout Ethi-
opia,” said Rev. Dr. Dinku Bato, LHF’s coordinator for African proj-
ects. “� ere is no other book like this, that teaches children who God 
is from a Lutheran perspective. For many children and their families, 
it is the only Bible book they own.”

Due to the lack of Christian teaching materials for children in 
Ethiopia, A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories has also become the text-
book Amharic-speaking Sunday school teachers use to teach children 
about Jesus.

“Yet, we ran into another problem,” Rev. Bato explained. “You see, 
it’s not unusual to see high school kids teaching in Sunday School 
classes in Ethiopia, but their lack of experience and dependence on 
adult-level Bibles for teaching children made it di�  cult for many 
younger students to follow.”

Sunday school teachers also voiced their frustration. “Between my 
school work and helping my parents in the traditional agriculture that 
we live on, selecting stories and adapting it to the children’s context 
took up too much of my time as I prepared Sunday School lessons,” 
agreed a teacher from Nekmte, a small city in western Ethiopia.

TEACHING THE TEACHERS TO TEACH

� is challenge led to a new LHF project called “Teaching the Teach-
ers to Teach in Ethiopia,” which was adopted at the LWML LA-MS 
2018 convention. With this project, the women have provided for the 
translation and publication of a 476-page teacher guide to accompany 
A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories.
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Top: Amharic-speaking children receive their 
very own Bible storybooks, thanks to the 
LWML LA-MS District. Bottom: Sunday 
school teachers from Nekmte now have teacher 
guides to prepare their weekly lessons.



� e teacher guide is � lled with a wealth of information and ideas for 
each of the book’s 60 lessons, including full notes on the Biblical back-
ground of the story, engaging ways to teach the lesson, songs, easy cra� s 
and prayer suggestions.

LWML LA-MS: MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN ETHIOPIA
“In Ethiopia, the largest population segment is children under 12 years, 

so it’s no wonder the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (the 
largest Evangelical Church in Ethiopia and the fastest growing Lutheran 
church body in the world!) has half of its 10 million members made up of 
children,” said Rev. Bato. 

“� is combination of resources – the Bible storybook and the teacher’s 
guide – have given our teachers all the tools they need to fully share the 
Gospel with our children,” he concluded.

“People everywhere need to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ – in 
a language that they can read and understand,” said Rev. Dr. Mat-
thew Heise, LHF executive director. “By providing for the printing 
of these Bible storybooks and teacher guide, the LWML mites from 
the women of Louisiana and Mississippi are providing an inestimable 
gi� , for which we’re deeply grateful.”

To learn more about the LHF mission, go to www.LHFmissions.
org. LHF is at work in more than 80 countries and has translated 
and published Lutheran books and materials in more than 110 
languages.
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