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Devotion:  Little Things
Have you ever noticed how God uses little things to do something BIG?
In our Bible reading today, God used David to free His people, the Israel-

ites,	from	the	Philistines’	fi	erce	warrior,	Goliath.	The	Bible	tells	us	that	David	was	
a	youth,	probably	just	a	teenager.	How	could	this	little	guy	possibly	take	on	a	
giant dressed in heavy armor and carrying huge, dangerous weapons?

As David prepared for his battle with Goliath, he chose a very small weap-
on:	his	slingshot	and	5	small,	smooth	stones.	How	could	some	rocks	overcome	
a	giant’s	sword?	“The	battle	is	the	Lord’s,	and	He	will	give	Goliath	into	our	
hand,”	David	cried.	And	sure	enough,	God	guided	David’s	little	rock	straight	
to its target, bringing down the enemy and setting the Israelites free!

Today,	there	are	other	battles	going	on,	including	the	one	between	the	
countries	of	Ukraine	and	Russia.	Just	like	in	David’s	time,	war	is	scary,	and	the	
people	of	Ukraine	are	often	very	afraid	as	they	fl	ee	Russia’s	missiles	and	soldiers.

In	a	way,	it	might	seem	like	there’s	nothing	we	can	do	to	help	the	people	
in	Ukraine,	who	live	so	far	away.	But	once	again,	God	can	use	something	small	
that	we	do	to	make	a	BIG	difference	for	a	family	in	Ukraine!

With	our	mission	offerings,	we’re	sending	money	to	the	Lutheran	Heritage	
Foundation	to	translate	and	print	Bible	storybooks	into	the	Ukrainian	and	Rus-
sian	languages.	LHF	gives	the	books	for	free	to	kids	and	families	from	Ukraine,	
reminding	them	that	God	is	their	Heavenly	Father,	and	Jesus	is	their	Savior	who	
loves them and cares for them, even when everything around them seems 
terrible.	It’s	just	a	little	book,	but	God’s	Word	delivers	a	BIG	message!

That	same	message	is	for	us,	too.	Even	though	we	sin	and	do	wrong	things,	
God	sent	His	Son	to	take	those	sins	away.	We	can	look	forward	to	life	in	Heav-
en	with	Jesus,	where	there	is	no	fi	ghting,	pain,	sadness,	or	war.	What	a	wonder-
ful	day	that	will	be,	both	for	us	and	for	God’s	children	from	Ukraine!

We pray:
Dear	Heavenly	Father,	thank	you	for	making	us	your	children	and	taking	away	
our	sins.	Send	your	Holy	Spirit	to	the	people	of	Ukraine	through	the	Bible	books	
we	send	them.	As	they	read,	give	these	families	peace	and	comfort,	and	most	
especially	give	them	faith	in	our	Savior,	Jesus	Christ.	In	His	name	we	pray,	Amen.
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Sing:	 Choose	a	Gospel	mission-themed	or	battle-themed	song,	such	as:
 “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” (All	God’s	People	Sing #117)
	 							 (singalong	videos	available	at	LHF	link	page)
	 	 	 Consider	adding	a	verse: “He’s got the children of Ukraine
        in His hands...”
 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (All	God’s	People	Sing	#51,	LSB	#656)
	 “A	Time	To	Serve”	(All	God’s	People	Sing	#53)
	 “O	Little	Flock,	Fear	Not	the	Foe”	(Lutheran	Service	Book	#666)
	 “Fight	the	Good	Fight”	(Lutheran	Service	Book	#664)

Responsive Reading:   Psalm 71: 1-5

Group 1:			 In	you,	O	Lord,	do	I	take	refuge;

Group 2:			 Let	me	never	be	put	to	shame!

Group 1:	 In	Your	righteousness	deliver	me	and	rescue	me;

Group 2:   Incline Your ear to me, and save me!

Group 1:	 Be	to	me	a	rock	of	refuge,	to	which	I	may	continually	come;

Group 2:		 You	have	given	the	command	to	save	me,	for	You	are	my	rock	
	 and	my	fortress.

Group 1:			 Rescue	me,	O	my	God,	from	the	hand	of	the	wicked,

Group 2:			 From	the	grasp	of	the	unjust	and	cruel	man.

Together:  For	you,	O	Lord,	are	my	hope,
	 My	trust,	O	Lord,	from	my	youth.

Scripture Reading:  Selected	verses	from	1	Samuel	17

There	came	out	from	the	camp	of	the	Philistines	a	champion	named	Goliath	
of	Gath,	whose	height	was	six	cubits	and	a	span	(about	7	feet	10	inches).	
He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of 
mail,	and	the	weight	of	the	coat	was	five	thousand	shekels	of	bronze.	He	had	
bronze	armor	on	his	legs,	and	a	javelin	of	bronze	slung	between	his	shoulders.	
Goliath	stood	and	shouted	to	the	ranks	of	Israel,	“Why	have	you	come	out	
to	draw	up	for	battle?	Am	I	not	a	Philistine,	and	are	you	not	servants	of	Saul?	
Choose	a	man	for	yourselves,	and	let	him	come	down	to	me.	If	he	is	able	to	
fight	with	me	and	kill	me,	then	we	will	be	your	servants.	But	if	I	prevail	against	
him	and	kill	him,	then	you	shall	be	our	servants	and	serve	us.”	When	Saul	and	
all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly 
afraid.
Now	David	was	the	son	of	an	Ephrathite	of	Bethlehem	in	Judah,	named	Jesse,	
who	had	eight	sons.	David	was	the	youngest.	For	forty	days	Goliath	the	Phi-
listine	came	forward	and	took	his	stand,	morning	and	evening.	David	said	to	
the	men	who	stood	by	him,	“What	shall	be	done	for	the	man	who	kills	this	Phi-
listine	and	takes	away	the	reproach	from	Israel?	For	who	is	this	uncircumcised	
Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”
David	said	to	Saul,	“Let	no	man’s	heart	fail	because	of	him.	Your	servant	will	
go	and	fight	with	this	Philistine.”	And	Saul	said	to	David,	“You	are	not	able	to	
go	against	this	Philistine	to	fight	with	him,	for	you	are	but	a	youth,	and	he	has	
been	a	man	of	war	from	his	youth.”	But	David	said	to	Saul,	“Your	servant	used	
to	keep	sheep	for	his	father.	And	when	there	came	a	lion,	or	a	bear,	and	took	
a	lamb	from	the	flock,	I	went	after	him	and	struck	him	and	delivered	it	out	of	
his	mouth.	And	if	he	arose	against	me,	I	caught	him	by	his	beard	and	struck	
him	and	killed	him.	Your	servant	has	struck	down	both	lions	and	bears,	and	this	
uncircumcised	Philistine	shall	be	like	one	of	them,	for	he	has	defied	the	armies	
of	the	living	God.	The	Lord	who	delivered	me	from	the	paw	of	the	lion	and	
from	the	paw	of	the	bear	will	deliver	me	from	the	hand	of	this	Philistine.”	And	
Saul	said	to	David,	“Go,	and	the	Lord	be	with	you!”


