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Thank you for your support of 
this important mission.

As a teacher, you know how important books are to a student’s learning. And as 
a Lutheran day school or Sunday school teacher, you’ve dedicated untold hours 
to sharing the love of Jesus with your students.

“Bible Books for Ethiopia” is a mission project that passes on these values to 
your students: telling children in Ethiopia about Jesus Christ by giving them the 
books they need to learn about Him.

In the pages that follow, you’ll find a wide variety of ways you can expose your 
students to the colorful culture of Ethiopia, helping them to feel closer to their 
Ethiopian brothers and sisters in Christ.

As you consider these activities, you’ll find that some work best in a Lutheran 
day school situation, whereas some are better suited to a Sunday school envi-
ronment. Feel free to pick and choose the projects that are the best fit with your 
students’ ages, your curriculum and schedule.

Again, thank you for your support of “How Can I Understand? Bible Books for 
Ethiopia.” May God bless you, your students and the gifts you gather to help 
spread the Gospel throughout the world!

Web Enrichment
As you look through these Classroom Resources, 
you’ll often see the symbol at left, indicating that 
there are online enrichment activities that you may 
want to consider. These links are available online: 

www.LHFmissions.org/EthiopiaKids
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Get your students (and your congregation)
excited about missions!
Adopting a mission project is one of the best ways to get your students, their parents and your 
school/congregation excited about missions! But how do you generate that enthusiasm? 

If your mission coordinators and teachers treat this project as though it’s a big deal, the 
rest of your school/congregation will follow your lead.

1.  Publicize, publicize, publicize! Be sure you send the parent flyer home with your students 
so parents know how their kids’ mission offerings are being spent. Put up a “Bible 
Books for Ethiopia” bulletin board in a high-traffic area. Include regular updates in 
your school and church bulletins, encouraging continued giving toward spreading 
the Gospel in Ethiopia.

2.  Keep this project in your prayers - including your classroom prayers, chapel devotions 
and even the church’s prayers. 

3.  Kick things off with a party! (Or wind things up with a party. Either way, party!) Hold a 
“Bible Books for Ethiopia” celebration complete with snacks and games from this 
project, along with colorful decorations and music. Be sure to announce your mis-
sion goal in concrete terms (i.e., “We’re aiming to raise $150, enough to provide 30 
children in Ethiopia with their very own Bible storybooks.”)

4.  Track your mission progress in a public way. Some schools have 
fundraising competitions between grades or the sexes; others 
issue a challenge that the whole Sunday school works to-
ward. Whatever approach you choose, keep your progress in 
front of your students and their families. Post the most recent 
numbers on your “Bible Books for Ethiopia” bulletin board 
or in your school/church announcements. Most importantly, 
celebrate when your goal is made!

5.  Weave ideas from this packet throughout your daily curriculum. You 
needn’t dedicate large amounts of time. But if your students 
are learning to count by 5s, remind them that each of their 
mission books costs $5. How much do we need to raise to 
provide 10 books? You can make one of the craft ideas your 
art project for the week or read one of the recommended 
books at story time. Or read your Bible story for the day from 
the English version of A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories.

(over)

Consider allowing a few 
students to create 

a poster or display that 
tracks your mission giving. 
Sample above provided by 
St. Johns Lutheran School 
in Staten Island, New York.
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More ideas from teachers like you:

From St. John’s Lutheran Church, 

Port Washington, Wisc.:

“We gave all the families a small 

collection box (like a mite box, but 

for kids) and as they filled the box, 

we put the coins in a large jar. The 

collection went on for about eight 

months, and congregation mem-

bers also contributed.”

From St. John Lutheran Church, Kendallville, Ind.:

“At each opening session (held on the first 

Sunday of the month), the children would hold 

up a string of printed pictures of books, the

number of which represented how much we 

had collected to that point. What a thrill it was 

to announce that they had raised enough for 

234 books! And what a long length of books 

that was! The spontaneous applause was 

tremendous, and you could tell the children 

were so excited about what they had been able 

to accomplish by partnering with your wonderful 

organization.”

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church Sunday SchoolGreenville, MI

From St. Paul Lutheran Church, Blue Earth, Minn.:

“We did this project as kind of a challenge. Our 

kids ALWAYS want to do a boy vs. girl type thing. I 

wrapped two boxes up like gifts—bows and every-

thing. One was in pink paper (for the girls’ offerings), 

the other was blue (for the boys’ offerings). The kids 

were to drop their offering in the respective box.  In 

the display area, we put up one pink or blue book 

for every $10 that the kids raised. It made for a nice 

conversation piece for anyone who entered our 

gathering room.”

From St. Paul Lutheran Church, Royal Oak, Mich.:
“We began our project in January with a Super Sunday that included the crafts from your ma-terials and authentic Indian food. We kept track of our [mission offering] progress by putting a Bible sticker on a huge map of India and a flower on a garland each time we had enough money donated for 

another book.”

Peace Lutheran Church 
Ann Arbor, MI

“Big Check” by 
Immanuel 

Lutheran VBS
Macomb, MI
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Old Testament Prophecies Fulfilled
The Ethiopian was reading the book of Isaiah in the Bible, but he couldn’t understand what he was 
reading. Who was Isaiah talking about? Of course, now we know that the Ethiopian was reading 
about the one true Savior, Jesus!

Directions: Throughout the Old Testament, God gave His people clues about who the Savior 
would be. Read some of those prophecies below, in the left column. Draw a line to the matching 
New Testament Scripture that shows how Jesus fulfilled that prophecy. 

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

Hosea 11: 1
When Israel was a child, I loved him,
    and out of Egypt I called my son.

Zechariah 9: 9
Behold, your king is coming to you;
    righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Micah 5: 2
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
    who are too little to be among the clans 
    of Judah,
from you shall come forth for Me
    one who is to be ruler in Israel...

Isaiah 7: 14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you 
a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.

Psalm 69: 21
“They put gall in my food
    and gave me vinegar for my thirst” 

Matthew 2: 13
An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and 
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.”

Matthew 21: 7-8
The disciples brought the donkey and the 
colt and put on them their cloaks, and Jesus 
sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road.

Matthew 2: 1
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem...

Luke 1: 30-35
And behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus...And Mary said to the angel, “How 
will this be, since I am a virgin?”

Matthew 27: 34
“There they offered Jesus wine to drink, 
mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he 
refused to drink it”
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Philip & the Ethiopian Coloring Sheet
G

od sent H
is evangelist, P

hilip, to share the G
ospel w

ith the E
thiopian m

an. 
W

hat did P
hilip ask, and how

 did the E
thiopian answ

er? Fill in the speech 
bubbles below

, and then finish by coloring in the picture.
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Ethiopian Etiquette
If you ever travel to Ethiopia and want to make new friends, 
it will be very important that you practice good manners – 
which can be very different from American manners.

Saying Hello
You can never greet someone too many times in Ethiopia! 
When meeting someone and saying hello, Ethiopians quick-
ly bow their heads or nod to the people they are meeting. 
If you already know the person, you shake hands, and you 
might give a small hug and touch cheeks – first the right 
cheek, then the left cheek, and then the right cheek again. 
When you meet an Ethiopian, don’t be surprised if you 
exchange the same greetings several times! This is a sign of 
respect.

Also, it is not at all unusual for people you meet on the street to pick up and kiss 
children out of admiration. This is a compliment!

People’s Names 
If you’re introducing someone in Ethiopia, you’d use Mr./Mrs./Miss/Ms. and the 
person’s first name. Ethiopians don’t use last names like Americans do. In fact, 
when taking a last name, Ethiopians would use their own first name, and then their 
father’s first name becomes their last name. So if your name is Mark, and your 
dad’s name is Steve, you would call yourself Mr. Mark Steve!

Visiting
Visits are important to building relationships in Ethiopia. You can expect people to 
be extremely welcoming and hospitable! It’s normal for friends and family to visit 
each other’s houses without calling first. Visits almost always last at least an hour. 
Always remove your shoes before going into someone’s home.

Sharing Food
It’s considered extremely rude to eat in front of Ethiopians without asking them to 
join you, even if it’s just a snack! So if you want to eat in front of other people, you 
need to be prepared to have enough to share with everyone.

Hope You Like Coffee!
When you’re invited to share a cup of coffee in an Ethiopian home, good manners 
require that you drink at least three cups.

No Belching! 
Belching and “breaking wind” are considered totally unacceptable in Ethiopian 
culture. If you do happen to accidentally break this strict social code, you should 
immediately apologize.

7



Learning the Language
Like most countries in Africa, there are many, many languages spoken in Ethiopia -- 
more than 75! The main language that’s the official language of the country is called 
Amharic (pronounced am-HAR-ick).

Oftentimes, American students might think we can just send our English-language Bible 
storybooks to kids overseas. To illustrate to your students how these books would be 
meaningless to a person who doesn’t read or speak English, share a video in the 
Amharic language with them. One good choice might be a few minutes of The Jesus 
Film, which is available on YouTube. How much can they understand? How much can 
they pick up from the pictures?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=766fSxhDIjo
(Remember, direct links are available at 
www.LHFmissions.org/EthipiaKids)

Learn some Amharic:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvIzDgPlcw4
An Ethiopian woman, Bisserat, teaches you how to say 
“What is your name?” and “My name is _______” in the 
Amharic language.

Save yourself some typing!
Don’t forget that direct links to the activities listed 
above and through this classroom packet are 
provided at

www.LHFmissions.org/EthiopiaKids
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Acoocoolu (a-coo-coo-loo)

Acoocoolu (“the voice of the chicken”) is similar to the game of hide and seek.

The child who is “It” hides his/her face against a wall while the other children hide 
themselves. After counting to 20 (or another agreed-up number), “It” calls out 
“coocoolu!” If the children are still not hidden, they can call out “It’s still not day!” 
and “It” must repeat the “coocoolu” call until all the children having found hiding 
spaces.

At this point, “It” begins to search for the hidden children. The hiding children have 
to try to sneak to the wall without being spotted, touch it and kiss their own hand 
to be safe. 

“It” tries to discover the other children, call their names, and run back to the wall 
and kiss his hand before the others arrive.

If “It” beats the child to the wall, that child is now his prisoner and will be “It” next 
time. If a child arrives at the wall and can kiss his/her hand before “It” does the 
same, then “It” must count again. A new round begins when there are two or three 
prisoners.

Learn the Eskista Dance

Eskista is a traditional Ethiopian dance known for its unique 
emphasis on intense shoulder movement. A common Ethio-
pian legend states that this dance was created by observing 
and then imitating the movements made by a snake. 

The beginning movements are easy to learn:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRJGZJDrgzw

Watch an Ethiopian pop music video here, which features 
dancers doing the eskista. The video also features many 
Ethiopian country scenes.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzANBg56hFo

Games and Activities

9



Gebeta (Mancala)

In Ethiopia (and in many other African countries), children often play a game called gebeta. 
You may have played this game, too. In America, we call the game mancala.

If your classroom doesn’t already have a mancala board, you can make one (follow the 
directions in the “Arts & Crafts” of this packet), or you can create one outside like Ethiopian 
children do.

Set-up:

1.  Dig two rows of six small holes, or draw two 
rows of circles on the sidewalk using sidewalk 
chalk.  Dig (or draw) a larger hole (called the 
“store”) at each end of the two rows.

2.  You’ll need 48 markers, or game pieces.  
Small pebbles work best.

Rules for play:

1.  Begin by placing 4 markers in each cup (not including the store - it remains empty).  The 
game begins with one player picking up all of the pieces in any one of the holes on his side.

2.  Moving counter-clockwise, the player deposits one of the stones in each hole until the 
stones run out.  If you run into your own store, deposit one piece in it. If you run into your 
opponent’s store, skip it.

3.  If the last piece you drop is in your own store, you get a free turn.

4.  If the last piece you drop is in an empty hole on your side, you capture that piece and 
any pieces in the hole directly opposite.

5.  Always place all captured pieces in your store.

6.  The game ends when all six spaces on one side of the gebeta (mancala) board are 
empty. The player who still has pieces on his side of the board when the game ends cap-
tures all of those pieces.  Count all the pieces in each store. The winner is the player with 
the most pieces.
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Make a Mancala (Gebeta) Board

Arts & Crafts

You will need: One empty egg carton per student
  (cardboard cartons work best)
 48 dried beans, marbles, or pebbles 
  (per game – for the game pieces)
 scissors
 glue
 paint or markers

Step 1:  Using your scissors, cut apart the lid and bottom of the egg carton. 
Now cut off the ends of the lid, about 4-5” each.

Step 2:  At one end, nestle the bottom of the egg carton into the lid. Do the 
same at the other end. Pull out the bottom sections to leave about 2” of the lid 
showing and glue it in place. These sections will be each player’s “store.” 

Step 3:  Decorate your mancala board using paint or markers.

Step 4:  Once the paint has dried, distribute the game pieces around the 
cups of the egg carton, four pieces per cup (none in the stores).

To play mancala (gebeta), see the instructions in the “Games and Activities” 
section of this packet.
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Basket Weaving

Materials:
Newspaper    Tape
Construction paper  Scissors
Large rubber bands
Large oatmeal canisters (can be empty or full)

Step 1:
Cut newspaper into 5-1/4” by 21-1/2” strips. Fold each strip 
lengthwise to about an inch wide. (If you only have smaller 
oatmeal canisters, use thinner newspaper strips. If you like, cut 
some strips from construction paper to add color to your basket.)

Step 2:
To make the basket’s base, lay two newspaper strips in the 
shape of a plus sign and tape them together. Use two more 
strips to make another plus sign, and tape them to the first 
plus sign, making an asterisk or star.

Step 3:
Center the strips on the bottom of the oatmeal container, then 
fold the pieces down over the edge and use a rubber band to 
secure the ends so they don’t flip up.

Step 4:
Starting at the base of the basket, tuck a strip of con-
struction paper under one paper rib and secure it with 
tape. Begin weaving around the form, over and under, 
pulling tightly as you go. Tape the end in place. Con-
tinue adding strips in this way to achieve the desired 
height, leaving about 1 1/2 inches unwoven at the top.

Step 5:
Remove the rubber band and take the basket off the 
oatmeal canister. Fold the raw edges inside the bas-
ket and tape them down.

Baskets play a major role in Ethiopian culture and society and 
are seen as functional, decorative, and sacred items through-
out the country. Almost everywhere in Ethiopia, visitors will find 
farmers using flat reed baskets for winnowing or drying grains. 
Throughout the country, baskets are used as containers, tools, 
and decoration. 

Older students can try a simple basket weaving project using:
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Popsicle Stick Bracelets & Armbands

Many Ethiopian tribes (men and women, boys and girls) wear bracelets and armbands as part of their 
festive dress. There are many approaches your students can take to creating their own popsicle stick 
bracelets or armbands. Choose what works best for your students’ abilities and ages.

Materials:
A large pot    Wide popsicle sticks 
Several glasses or cups  Scissors

Choices of:
Decorative paper and/or Embroidery floss  and/or Woodburning tool
Modge Podge  Glue
Optional: Decorative gems, 
wooden crosses, 
ribbon, leather laces and/or Gold glitter

Step 1 (Preparation): Before class, bring a large pot of water to a boil. Drop in the popsicle sticks (at 
least one per student, and then throw in some extras because some always split or break) and let them 
boil for 5 minutes. Then let them soak in the hot water for another 30 minutes, until the wood is pliable.

Step 2 (Preparation): Using the tongs, pull the sticks out 
of the hot water, one by one. Carefully bend the warm, wet 
wood into a circular shape, and then place inside a cup or 
glass to dry, pictured at right. This is how the sticks get and 
keep their circular shape. Note: If making bracelets, you may 
want to choose a smaller cup with a diameter a little larger 
than your students’ wrists. Armbands need to be a little big-
ger.

Allow sticks to dry for 24 hours.

Step 3 (In class):
Distribute the bracelets/armbands to your students, along with the materials for decorating them. You 
can choose from a wide variety of materials – whatever you think your students would enjoy. 

continued on next page
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Glitter:
The simplest approach, though messy, is glue and glitter. Allow 
the students to cover the top side of the bracelet with glue, and 
then sprinkle liberally with gold glitter. Allow to dry overnight.

Paper and Modge Podge:
Obtain decorative paper (consider sheets of Christian-themed 
scrapbooking paper, with designs and colors appealing to both 
boys and girls) and cut into pieces long enough to cover the 
length and width of the popsicle sticks. Pour a little Modge 
Podge into a small paper cup or onto a plastic lid, and distribute 
to the students. Give them paint brushes or Q-Tips to apply the 
Modge Podge onto the tops of the bracelets/armbands. Show 
them how to press the decorative paper onto the bracelets, and 
then cover with another layer or two of Modge Podge. Smooth 
out and leave to dry. Once dried, trim away the excess paper 
with scissors.

You may also decide to further embellish your bracelets/arm-
bands with plastic gems, little wooden crosses, or ribbons. 

Wrap in Embroidery Floss:
Tell students to put a bit of glue on one end of the bracelet/arm-
band. Then, starting at that end, begin wrapping the bracelet 
with the embroider floss. Cover the tail of the floss as you wrap. 
This is the part where students can get creative with patterns.

There’s no need to add glue as you wrap if you are using the 
same thread for the entire thing. However, if your students are 
doing stripes, direct them to add a bit of glue each time they 
change colors. Continue wrapping all the way until the end of 
the bracelet.

Woodburn Designs (older students only):
Provide wood-burning tools to your students, along with instruc-
tion on how to use them safely. Demonstrate how to use the tool 
to burn a design into the wood of the popsicle sticks. 

Note: If you prefer, you can distribute flat sticks to your students 
to burn, and once the designs are complete, go through the pro-
cess of boiling the sticks and bending them to shape.
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Philip and the Ethiopian Man

How beautiful...are the feet of those 
who bring good news! Isaiah 52:7

Beautiful Feet Stained Glass

To the Ethiopian man, Philip’s feet were beautiful! They brought Philip, who gave him the 
sweet news of the Gospel.

Your students can create a stained glass look to their own footprints or the footprint design on 
the next page, which they can hang up in your classroom windows.

Materials:
Construction paper  Small squares of tissue paper, several colors
Clear contact paper  Scissors

Step 1 (Preparation): If you decide to use the footprint outline on the next page, cut out the 
shape and trace it onto a piece of construction paper (one per student). If your students are young-
er, cut out the footprint shape, being careful not to cut through the border (use your scissors to 
poke a hole in the footprint, and cut out from there.) Cut an equal-sized or smaller piece of contact 
paper for each child. Finally, also cut up many small squares of tissue paper in a variety of colors. 
You can also cut the tissue into different shapes, like hearts (as shown below).

Step 2: If you’re using your students’ own footprints (emphasizing that they, too, can share 
the Good News), have each child remove a shoe and trace his/her foot onto the construction 
paper. Cut out the prints, or have the students cut them out.

Step 3: Help the students peel the backing off the contact paper and stick the footprint cutout 
to the contact paper. 

Step 4: Distribute the tissue paper squares and 
show the students how to fully cover their bare foot-
print, so that the tissue pieces slightly overlap. Once 
the footprint is completely covered, press down firmly 
on the tissue pieces to make sure they don’t come 
off.

Step 5: Have the students write a Bible verse on the 
front: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
Good News!” Isaiah 52:7

Hang in a brightly lit window to display.
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Dabo Kolo

Dabo kolo is a little crispy fried bread snack, similar to pretzels, that have just enough 
spice to make them seriously addictive. Kiosks and street vendors in Ethiopia’s cities 
often sell dabo kolo wrapped in a paper cone. 

Authentic dabo kalo is made from barley, chickpeas and peanuts; this simplified recipe 
simply uses wheat flour. Ethiopian food tends to be quite spicy, so if you’re concerned 
about too much heat, you can reduce or even omit the cayenne pepper. Or, make 
some spicy and some mild.

Ingredients:
2 cups all purpose or wheat flour
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
2 Tablespoons sugar
1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1/4 cup canola or vegetable oil or melted butter
1/2 cup water, more or less (You could need more or less depending on your flour and 
humidity)

Directions:
1. Whisk together the flour, salt, sugar and cayenne pepper in a medium mixing bowl. 
Add the oil or butter and stir together until evenly distributed. Add water 1 Tablespoon 
at a time until you have a stiff dough that holds together well. 

2. Knead the dough until smooth, about 5 minutes. 

3. Preheat a griddle or heavy-bottomed frying pan over medium heat. 
 
4. Divide dough into golf ball sized pieces and roll each piece into long, rope-like 
pieces that are about a 1/2″ around. Cut each dough rope into 1/2″ pieces.

5. Evenly space the dough pieces 
on the hot pan and turn occasionally 
(tongs make the job very easy) until 
lightly browned all over.

 6. Allow the dabo kolo to cool 
completely and store any your 
students don’t eat at room 
temperature in an airtight container.

Snacks to Share
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Birz (Ethiopian Honey Water)

Birz is an Ethiopian honey drink that is very popular. 
Ethiopians also enjoy allowing the birz to fermet into an 
alcoholic drink called tej.

Beekeeping is an ancient tradition in Ethiopia, stretching 
back into the country’s early history—between 3500 and 
3000 B.C., according to some history books. Collecting and 
selling honey and other bee products produced in homes 
and home gardens is common throughout the country.

Ingredients:
½ cup honey
6 cups soda or water

Directions:
Put ½ cup honey into a jug or bottle. Add 6 cups of water 
or soda water, shaking or stirring to dissolve completely. 
Refrigerate overnight, and stir well once more before serving. Makes about 
6 one-cup servings. Keep refrigerated.

Scroll Snacks

Reminding your students of the Ethiopian man, 
who was reading the book of Isaiah from his Bible 
scroll, this is a fun snack your kids can make all on 
their own!

Ingredients:
Stick pretzels
Fruit by the Foot (dried fruit snack)

Directions:
Distribute a paper plate, two stick pretzels and one piece of fruit snack to each 
student. Show them how to unroll the fruit snack, and then re-roll it onto the pretzels 
to form a scroll. 
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Literature/Story Time
Bekalu: from Ethiopia with Love
by Laura Wigglesworth
A story about a 4 1/2 year old Ethiopian boy adopted by a family 
in America.  Bekalu is delighted by the love and attention he gets 
from his new sisters but he misses the kids at the orphanage he 
lived in in Ethiopia.

The Perfect Orange: A Tale from Ethiopia
by Frank Araujo
In this gentle story from Ethiopia, an orphan girl presents the Ni-
gus (king) with a perfect orange and refuses payment. She does 
accept a donkey, however, unaware that its saddlebags are full 
of gold and precious jewels. Ato Jib, the Lord Hyena, mocks the 
child’s simple gift, but when he sees the richness of her reward, 
he hurries to the Nigus to present all his lands and cattle?and 
receives the perfect orange in return.

Fire on the Mountain
by Jane Kurtz
An Ethiopian tale of a slave who accepts his master’s bet to 
spend a cold and lonely evening in the mountains. But when he 
returns, the master does not set him free and so the boy must 
outwit him by using the master’s own tricks.

Philip and the Ethiopian - Arch Books
by Martha Streufert Jander
This book tells the Evangelist Philip and his witnessing to an 
official from Ethiopia (Acts 8:26-40). CPH’s Arch Books tell 
popular Bible stories through fun-to-read rhymes and bright 
illustrations.

Saba: Under the Hyena’s Foot 
(American Girls’ Girls of Many Lands series) 
by Jane Kurtz
After being kidnapped and brought to the emperor’s palace in 
Gondar, Ethiopia, twelve-year-old Saba discovers that she and 
her brother are part of the emperor’s desperate attempt to 
consolidate political power in the mid-1840s.
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