
“We need pastors in South Sudan!”
In South Sudan, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of South Sudan/
Sudan (ELCSS/S) is growing by leaps 
and bounds – so much so that they 
don’t have nearly enough pastors 
to serve all their congregations. 
Some churches have to wait weeks, 
even months for a pastor to come 
baptize their babies and new 
Christian believers.



The people of South Sudan are suffering. 
Life in South Sudan is hard:

• The average life expectancy is only 56 
years. 

• Most people are subsistence farmers, 
growing only enough food to survive.

• Every week in South Sudan, 220 
people die of malaria – most of them 
children under the age of five. 

• A civil war has been underway in 
South Sudan since December 2013. 
More than 3 million people have been 
forced from their homes.

They need pastors 
to care for them!



There aren’t enough pastors in 
South Sudan.

The people want to learn more about Jesus! 
There are 200+ Lutheran churches in South Sudan, but only 66 pastors. 



Our mission offerings are sending men to pastor school!

More than 20 men are now studying at the Lutheran 
seminary in South Sudan. Our offerings are helping to 
pay for their books, school supplies, food and rooms.



It takes 4 years of 
studying to become a 
Lutheran pastor. Just 
like you, the men go to 
school in the morning, 
listen to their teachers, 
and learn more about 
how to be good pastors. 
They need to buy school 
supplies, and they have 
lots of homework to do!



The 
students’ 

families also 
need our 

help.

When a man goes to seminary in South Sudan, his wife and children stay behind to keep their 
farm going. But the dad was the strongest worker, and now they don’t have his help. So some 
of our mission offerings also help make sure the students’ families have enough food.



How can we help?
There are lots of ways!

Expense Cost for a Year Monthly Cost Weekly Cost

Supplies and books $130.00 $10.83 $2.50

Food $1,560.00 $130.00 $30.00

Family support
    and travel home $468.00 $39.00 $9.00

Housing and Beds $120.00 $10.00 $2.31 

TOTAL per seminarian: $2,278.00 $189.86 $43.81 

Our mission offerings make sure that seminarians have travel to and from the seminary, 
a bed to sleep in, food to eat, and books and supplies. What a gift!



This is a typical house in South Sudan.

Most people in South Sudan are very poor by American standards. 
Their homes are made of brick and mud with thatched roofs. 
There isn’t any electricity or running water.



Most South Sudanese are subsistence farmers.

Families work together to grow crops like corn and pineapples. They don’t have tractors 
and other machinery like we do in the United States, so everything must be done by hand.

Pineapple
plants



Without electricity, laundry is done by hand 
at the river or at the well.

When the laundry is washed, it’s hung to dry in the hot sun. To get the wrinkles out, you 
open the lid of the iron (at right, above) and put hot coals from the fire inside.



Cooking is done outside, over an open fire.

Because there is no indoor plumbing, water must be carried from 
the well. The women balance the heavy containers on their heads!



With your help, God’s Word will be 
preached far and wide 

in South Sudan!
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